



September 2004

Hi Squasher,

Less than two weeks before the 2004-05 squash season begins!  Here is what we have planned in September and October:

	ISRA Kick-off “Tournament in a day”. 

Our first event is the annual ISRA Kick-off “Tournament in a day”.  The University Club and the Downtown Lakeshore Athletic Club (on Wabash) will host this event which is open to players of all skill levels. The event will be held on September 18 from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Play will be round robin format (best of 3 games) with 3 matches guaranteed. All players are asked to register on line at www.illinoissquash.org and will be notified by email of first match time and location. Registration deadline is Wednesday September 15 so please register now!   Event times and locations will also be posted on our website Friday September 17. 

	ISRA Squash League
The following Saturday (September 25th) the first matches of the new ISRA Squash League featuring the Northwestern University varsity squash team with take place.  League play will consist of 4 weekend match dates played at Northwestern University, the University Club and the Downtown Lakeshore Athletic Club.  The league will be competitive, targeted at players with an ISRA rating between 4.0 and 5.0.  A more detailed overview can be found by linking to www.illinoissquash.org/events/league.html.  With 8 of the 9 teams needed for the league all set, we are now compiling a list of players not currently on a team but who would be interested in participating as alternates.  Simply hit reply to this message to be included on this list.  

	2nd Annual Lake Forest Squash Preseason Warm-Up 

The first junior event of the season will be held September 25-26 at the Lake Forest Recreation Center.  This will be a USSRA sanctioned event and draws include Junior Division Boys and Girls U-19, U17, U15, U13, U11.  Tournament fee is $45 which includes tee shirt, lunch and refreshments (Additional non-USSRA and junior surcharge fees apply). All players are asked to register on line at www.illinoissquash.org or by contacting Kim Tunney, Squash Program Director at 847-275-7582. Registration deadline is Sunday September 19.

	Referee Clinic
At the request of long-time ISRA member Mike Falconer, the ISRA has asked Union League Club squash pro and USSRA District Director of Officials, Craig LaSota to host and direct a Referee Clinic to review the many new rules of the game. The first clinic installment is titled "YOU MAKE THE CALL" and features the World Squash Federation's 1994 video Let Please II.  Over complimentary beverages and munchies, players can test their skills by making calls from many classic and contentious matches of the past which feature Rodney Martin, Jansher Khan, Jahangir Khan, Chris Dittmar, Michelle Martin and Susan Devoy, among others.  Instructional materials and rule books will be provided.  There will also be an on-court demonstration of many of the principles discussed.   The event will be held from 7:00pm-8:30pm on Thursday October 7th just ahead of the Great Lakes Open (October 15-17).  The cost will be $5 for ISRA members and $10 for non-members.  You can sign-up for both the referee clinic and the Great Lakes Open at www.illinoissquash.org. 

	Great Lakes Open

The first “official” tournament of the year, the Great Lakes Open, will be held October 15-17 at the University Club.  Draws include: Men’s: 2.5,3.0,3.5,4.0,4.5,5.0,5.5, 40+ and 50+ Women’s: 2.5, 3.5, 4.5.  Tournament fee is $40 per person for USSRA members, $55 non-members and $15 for full-time students under 24.  All players are asked to register on line at www.illinoissquash.org or by contacting University Club Squash Pro John Flanigan at 312-696-2268. Registration deadline is Friday September 24.   

	Please Join the ISRA!

Don’t forget, all current and past ISRA/USSRA members are able to check the status of their membership at our website (www.illinoissquash.org) by clicking “Members Area” on the upper left and then clicking “View Current ISRA Membership List”.  Should you find that your membership has expired, rejoining is as simple as clicking “Secure Online Membership Sign-up”, we accept most major credit cards.


Squash Calendar:
	Date
	Event
	Location

	September
	 
	 

	Sept 18
	ISRA Fall Kick-off Event
	The University Club and the Lakeshore Athletic Club on Wabash

	Sept 25
	ISRA Squash League
	Various

	Sept 25-26
	Lake Forest ISRA Junior Warm-up
	Lake Forest Squash

	 
	
	

	October
	 
	 

	Oct 7
	Referee Clinic
	Union League Club

	Oct 15-17
	Great Lakes Open
	University Club

	Oct 23
	Onwentsia Junior Open
	Onwentsia Club

	Oct 30
	ISRA Squash League
	Various


This newsletter is sent to over 650 players throughout the state.  If you no longer are playing squash or just wish to be removed from our email list please hit reply and type Remove in the subject line.  Alternatively, if you know of a player who would be interested in receiving future ISRA newsletters please hit reply and provide the players name and email address.  See you on the courts!
Illinois Squash Racquets Association

